










ARTICLE II
MEMBERSHIP

	 Section 1. Active 
Membership.  Any representative of 
government or a government agency and 
any representative of a business or 
industrial concern who is actively 
engaged in some phase of the 
suppression of arson or administration of 
justice at the time he/she makes 
application shall be eligible to active 
membership on application, provided 
such person possesses the other 
qualifications for membership in the 
discretion the Membership Committee 
and provided such person is not less than 
eighteen years of age at the time he/she 
makes application.  All applicants for 
active or associate membership, if 
accepted, will be on temporary status 
until the next meeting of the Board of 
Directors. During this temporary status 
period, a person’s membership may be 
revoked at the discretion of the Board of 
Directors. If the application is not rejected 
by the “Board” within the specified time 
limit, full membership is automatically 
granted.
	
Section 2. Associate Membership. 
Persons not qualified for active 
membership may become associate 
member, after determination of their 
qualifications by the Membership 
Committee. Associate members shall 
have the privileges of an active member, 
except voting and holding office. The 
Association may, by majority vote of 
active members present, exclude 
associate members from any particular 
business meeting.
	
Section 5. Personal Qualifications. Prior 
to voting upon each application, the 
Membership Committee shall give due 
consideration to the following, among 
other qualifications it deems applicable, 
to wit: (1) the personal character and 
reputation of the applicant, (2) the nature, 
character and reputation of the applicants 
business, (3) the character and reputation 
of the applicant’s employer and 
associates, and (4) the general nature, 
character and reputation of the principal 
business of the applicants employer and 
associates. No person shall be eligible for 
any class of membership if he/she has 
been a member, or is presently a 
member, or becomes a member of a 
subversive organization or of any 
organization whose objectives and 
operations are inconsistent with the 
purposes of the Association.

Privacy Policy
The International Association of Arson 
Investigators, Inc. (IAAI) treats 
confidential information received from its 
membership with respect and concern. 
We maintain physical, electronic, or 
procedural safeguards to protect the 
information.

During the course of business, it is 
necessary to disclose routine information 
relating, for example, to membership 
status, CFI status, committee 
participation, and address verification. 
However, the IAAI maintains the 
confidentiality of information such as 
social security numbers, government 
issued identification numbers, banking 
data and credit card numbers- the 
exception to which would be in response 
to a subpoena or court order.

Joint Membership Application

The organizational structure of the 
IAAI is similar to that of a union, in 
that the International is the parent 
organization with the Washington 
Chapter serving as a “local”. 
However, membership in just the 
Chapter does not mean that the 
individual is also a member of the 
International. Active membership in 
both affords members the opportunity 
to vote and hold office at the chapter 

and international levels. 
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Washington Chapter IAAI 
board member contacts

Noel Putaansuu - IAAI President 
Washington Chapter
NoelP@mde.com 

Robert Heacock - 1st Vice President 
rheacock@mutualofenumclaw.com 

Randy Fehr - 2nd Vice President 
Randyfehr@ci.enumclaw.wa.us  

Mike Makela - Secretary/Treasurer 
Iaai-wa@hotmail.com 

Norm Loftin –Immediate Past President
Loftinn@spokanevalleyfire.com 

Bill Hewett - Director
bhewett@co.whatcom.wa.us

Mike Lee - Director
mike.lee@vrfa.org

Open Position - Director

Terry Brown - Director
browninvest@comcast.net

International IAAI
2151 Priest Bridge Drive, Suite 25
Crofton, Maryland 21114
Toll Free 1-800-468-IAAI (4224)
Phone: 410-451-FIRE (3473)

Washington Chapter IAAI
9116 E. Sprague Ave., #186
Spokane Valley, WA     99206-3601 
(509) 728-6894 
WA Chapt. Tax ID 91-1041379    501 (c) 3

Laboratory testing and 
failure analysis,
chemical 
analysis and 
SEM 
capabilities

www.caseforensicscorp.com

SEATTLE & 
PORTLAND & 

DENVER
Toll Free 800-711-0704

One of the world’s renowned fire scientists 
is no longer with us. James A. White died 
on November 18, 2009. I met Jim while 
working at Weyerhaeuser Fire Technology 
Laboratory and later at Western Fire Center. 
Jim was one of the early pioneers in the 
computerization of fire testing and later in 
fire modeling. Jim was very influential in 
ASTM E05 fire standard and received the 
‘Award of Merit’. He assisted in developing 
the intermediate calorimeter (ICAL) and 
many other ignition and fire penetration 
methods. 

One of Jimmy’s 
many talents was 
his smooth southern 
accent as he 
communicated to the 
jury. Jimmy could tell 
a tale of fire science 
and put it in terms a 
layman or housewife 
could understand. It 
was often said that 
the jury was eating out of his hand. His 
expertise in the litigation of fire cases was 
held in high regard by many.

Farewell Jim White By Noel Putaansuu

Call for papers
The Arson Reporter and the Chapter are looking for papers to publish and speakers for the 
Annual General Meeting in the fall of 2010. Publishing a news article, announcement or 
case for review is easy. Contact Noel Putaansuu at NoelP@mde.com

• Standardized Testing
• Litigation Support

www.westernfire.com
info@westernfire.com

"All men are 
created equal, 
then a few become 
firemen." 

~Author Unknown

Good website for the Fire 
Investigator:
www.columbussupply.com/ 
Has good products 

Helpful Books for the Fire 
Investigator:

Fire Investigation by Chandler as low as $56 
on Amazon. ISBN 1418009601 Published 
February 2009, at over 500 pages this is a 
new offering focused on the public official.

Forensic Fire Scene Reconstruction (2nd 
Edition) by David Icove and John De Haan 
ISBN 0132228572. This is an industry 
reference for many in the field of fire 
investigation. Recommended for the private 
investigator. 

Western Fire 
Center, Inc.
2204 Parrott Way
Kelso, WA  98626

phone:
360-423-1400 or
877-423-1401
fax:
360-423-5003

Publications




